	OCTOBER 2011
Newsletter from Neighbourhood Management Rural Area (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR
Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 


	NEWS

 Important crime message from Sgt Mernagh
Auto Trader Car Thefts 
A man has recently been arrested in connection with car thefts from sellers using Auto Trader; he would turn up at the sellers address posing as a potential buyer and would ask to test drive the vehicle or carry out an engine test - using any tactic to get the owner to leave the keys in the vehicle whilst he/she was out of it . The offender would then drive the car off leaving the seller out of pocket, as car insurance does not cover for keys being left in the vehicle. 

We urge drivers to be mindful of this type of theft. Never leave your car unattended with the keys inside. It only takes seconds for thieves to take advantage and steal your car. Most insurance companies will not cover you if you leave your keys in your vehicle and it is subsequently stolen. 

Action Against Dangerous Mothballs

Solihull Council’s Trading Standards officers have seized a large quantity of mothballs that contain the dangerous banned substance, Dichlorobenzene (PDB).  PDB, which contains harmful elements that can accumulate in the fatty tissues and could lead to liver and kidney failure as well as severe anaemia, has been classed as a carcinogenic category three by the International Agency for Research on Cancer.  The illegal mothballs have the name ‘Quick Clean’ on the packaging, and are believed to be imported by a company in Leicester. People are being urged to check to see if they have purchased any harmful products that contain Paradichlorobenzene and report any findings to Consumer Direct, as soon as possible, so that appropriate action can be taken.  Traders are reminded that if they choose to stock counterfeit or illegal items, they are breaking the law and could face a criminal prosecution.

Advice and support for consumers in Solihull is now provided by Consumer Direct. To speak to a Consumer Direct adviser, please call 08454 04 05 06 or go to www.consumerdirect.gov.uk

Youth Services have reported on their results for the first quarter of 2011-12. There were 168 young people aged between 11-25 years, participating in activities in the Youth Centre at Arden School campus (of which 130 young people were aged 13-19) resulting in a total of 1574 separate attendances.

There were a total of 49 sessions delivered and the activities offered were as follows:

· Baby Think it Over

· Duke of Edinburgh Awards

· Junior Open Youth Club for Years 7&8
· Inters Open Youth Club for Years 8&9

· Senior Open Youth Club for Years 9+

Meanwhile the rural mobile bus resulted in a total of 39 separate attendances from 6 young people.

Detectives are still trawling through hundreds of CCTV images from the summer riots, five hundred of which have been received in the form of emails sent in from the public. Anybody with any further information is urged to call West Midlands Police on 0800 096 0095 or 0207 158 0125 and quote Operation View.
Active @ Work

Physical activity sessions for people in Solihull with

busy working lives. For more details of sessions from Pilates to Aerobics to Zumba see

www.solihullactive.co.uk/activeatwork
Neighbourhood  Sports News

Open Access

Neighbourhood Sports delivered summer multi‐sports activity

at three locations across the borough at Meriden Park ‐
Chelmsley Wood, Swallows Meadow ‐ Shirley and Willow Park

‐ Balsall Common alongside football via Birmingham City

Football Club. 400 Young people in Solihull accessed this

positive activity totalling over 3500 attendances. Since April

2011 over 950 young people have accessed Neighbourhood

Sports.

Referral Programme

94 referrals have been made since April 2011 onto the referral only sessions. For further information on these sessions please visit www.solihullactive.co.uk/neighbourhoodsports or contact Niki Arrowsmith on 0121 704 6673.

Volunteering in Sport and Physical Activity

During April – September 2011 777, volunteers were recorded volunteering

in sport and physical activity for a minimum of 1 hour a week over a minimum of 10 weeks in Solihull.


	Neighbourhood Management Team

Over the past month, the rural NMT have dealt with a variety of requests to deal with a range of issues including: cutting back vegetation, arranging for the installation of litter bins, cleansing alleyways, dog fouling, parking, speeding, graffiti and ASB.  In addition, they have carried out approximately 160 highway inspections and 30 NRSWA inspections.  These inspections include dealing with pot holes, raised flag stones, and damaged kerbs, tree root damage to footways and drainage issues. 



	BLYTHE WARD
· Over the summer Matt and colleagues completed a project to restore and paint the bridge on Shelly Lane, near Elmbridge Drive, the area now looks clean and tidy. 

· There was a successful Environment Champions project on 8th October from 10.30am to 12.30pm to plant bulbs in Hillfield Park. We are hoping for a lovely display in the Spring.
· Youth Services are targeting Year 8 pupils at Alderbrook School–  to recruit a new group of young people for a Monkspath Youth Club..
· There has been an increase in car key burglaries in Monkspath and Dickens Heath. Homes are being specifically targeted for the high value vehicles parked on the driveways. The majority of break-ins are taking place at the rear of the property with car keys being the main items stolen. These offences are continuing to be investigated by the CID team. residents are urged to continue to be observant and to report to Solihull Police anybody acting suspiciously around neighbours houses or vehicles.
· There have recently been a number of distraction cash point thefts in Solihull. Please do not allow anyone to distract you while using the cash machines. If someone approaches you whilst you are using a cash machine, be mindful they may be trying to distract you to enable their accomplice to take your card. Always cover the keypad when entering your PIN. If you attempt to withdraw cash and nothing comes out, report it to your bank immediately as the cash machine may have been tampered with. 
· The team worked with the Probation Service to clear a secluded piece of woodland off Shelly Lane, Monkspath. It appears youths acquired a large amount of dried wood and branches to make an enclosure near to houses. This work removed a potential fire risk and reduced the potential for the area becoming an ASB hotspot.


	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
· We have again seen an increase in ‘boy racers’ causing annoyance to residents in the area. The neighbourhood team has regularly been patrolling the area around Manor Road, Dorridge Park and the Total Service Station, however we have received reports of the problem now having moved to the car park of the Village Green in Dorridge, as this is out of sight from the main road. The neighbourhood team has patrolled this area to find there has only been a small group of local youths in their vehicles. They are not believed to be connected with the larger group of young drivers suspected of the anti social behaviour. The neighbourhood team will continue to monitor the issue and will shortly be visibly video recording and observing the drivers who gather in the area. They will act robustly against any drivers caught driving their vehicles carelessly, dangerously or in any anti-social manner. Drivers who act in this manner risk facing summons to court or their vehicle being seized under the Police Reform Act.
· There has been a number of cycle thefts from Dorridge Station.  The Centro Safer Travel Team has dedicated British Transport Police who work across our bus and train system.  They are undertaking surveillance and tracking devices to deter any further bike thefts. 
· Solihull Partnership Speed Watch will be delivering speed monitoring and awareness activity at Earlswood Road during December 2011 and Browns Lane during February 2012.
· An Environment Champions project to plant bulbs in The Spinney, Dorridge went ahead on 20th September, so we are hoping to see positive results in the Spring. 
Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.



	KNOWLE
· Solihull Partnership Speed Watch will be operation at the following locations in the autumn: October - Lady Byron Lane 30mph speed monitoring and awareness activity; November - Longdon Road 30mph speed monitoring and awareness activity.
· There was an Environment Champions project on the 13th September planting by the sub station on Warwick Road opposite Arden Vale Road. The objective is to tidy and screen this area – particularly as dead trees have had to be removed.
· There has been an increase in car key burglaries in Knowle, Homes are being specifically targeted for the high value vehicles parked on the driveways. The majority of break-ins are taking place at the rear of the property with car keys being the main items stolen. These offences are continuing to be investigated by the CID team.



	Meriden Ward
· The CRASBO and Dispersal Order issued in connection with ASB at Alspath Road have had a beneficial effect with very few issues since they came into place. The dispersal order ends on the 12th November.  Assessments of the needs of 6 young people have been carried out by partners including the Youth Offending Service, Connexions, Neighbourhood Sports and Youth Services to ascertain what support and direction they and their families needed to have put in place. The council neighbourhood Team are liaising with SCH Estates to deliver a project enhancing the appearance of the area to make it look more “owned” and cared for through painting and gardening;  introduction of rose bushes to discourage sitting on the wall; potentially turning the canopy into a porch so that it doesn’t provide shelter for loiterers; new delineation of the highway, parking bay and disabled parking area to discourage cars parking up for long periods and playing loud music, revving etc.  It is anticipated that partners will continue to deliver interventions into the spring of 2012.
· The local neighbourhood team have been working with local residents, the council and Balsall Common Parish Council to promote a more positive use of Willow Park. A multi-sports week took place in the park week commencing Monday 22 August, provided by SMBC Neighbourhood Sports and supported by the local policing team. Sergeant Hanlon has also been working with Youth Services to provide activities in the area and reduce anti-social behaviour. Youth Services will be providing staff and a community bus in the car park at the rear of the Co-op, Station Road, Balsall Common every Thursday evening from 7.00pm – 9.00pm up until Christmas. This started on Thursday 6 October. Longer term, the Park Ranger team and Local Nature Reserve Officer are helping to develop areas of the park to add interest and increase levels of use so that it becomes a real asset to the residents. Meanwhile the reports of anti-social behaviour have stopped.  On Tuesday 11th of October Street Watch was launched in Balsall Common and publicised in the Solihull News. Volunteers will focus on Willow Park, carrying out patrols, to deter further incidents of ASB and criminal damage. 

· The police have also been responding to recent intelligence surrounding drugs and the consumption of alcohol in the area. 
· During September there was an increase in burglaries and thefts in Balsall Common, 3 people have been arrested and charged with a total of 10 burglaries.  Meanwhile stolen cars were recovered from containers in the Bradnocks Farm area.

· Officers have also been paying passing attention to Main Road, where there have been a number of reports of off-road motorbikes.
· Sergeant Hanlon has been working in partnership with Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council (SMBC) and Youth Services to try and introduce more diversionary activities at the new sports ground on Main Road.

· In the last two weeks there have been a high number of thefts of metal gully covers from roads in the area, any information should be reported to the police immediately. 

Details of walk in meetings open to the public
Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

14 November 2011
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Meriden Library
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