	JANUARY 2012
Newsletter from Neighbourhood Management Rural Area (SMBC),West Midlands Police East Neighbourhood Team and Partner organisations

	NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER 
Kath Hemmings – 0121 704 6358 (e-mail kathrynhemmings@solihull.gov.uk)
POLICE INSPECTOR 
Keith Portman –Telephone: 0845 113 5000 ext 7922 6520
Email: meridensector@west-midlands.police.uk 

SPORTS INCLUSION DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Dave Turton -  0121 704 8339 (e-mail dturton@solihull.gov.uk)

ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TEAM 
Sherry Studholme or Poonam Bhatt on 0121-779-1515 ( e-mail sstudholme@solihullcommunityhousing.org.uk)
NEIGHBOURHOOD COORDINATORS: 

Blythe Ward and Hockley Heath village – Mathew Gardner – 0121 704 6573 email mgardner@solihull.gov.uk 
Knowle Ward and Dorridge village – Kerry Mountjoy - 0121 704 8304 e-mail kmountjoy@solihull.gov.uk 
Meriden Ward – Bruce Brant - e-mail bbrant@solihull.gov.uk  – 0121 704 6435
NEIGHBOURHOOD SERGEANTS:

Blythe, Knowle, Dorridge and Hockley Heath – Glen Mernagh 345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 Email: blythe@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or knowledorridge@west-midlands.police.uk
Bickenhill and Meriden – Tony Hanlon 0345 113 5000 ext 7601 6148 e-mail bickenhill@west-midlands.police.uk
ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS CO-ORDINATOR
Trish Willetts - 0121 704 6534 e-mail pwilletts@solihull.gov.uk 
WEST MIDLANDS FIRE SERVICE

For Fire Safety advice contact www.wmfs.net or freephone 0800 389 5525

For more information or to arrange a free Home Safety Check, phone 0800 389 5525. or visit www.wmfs.net 
Active @ Work

Physical activity sessions for people in Solihull with

busy working lives. For more details of sessions from Pilates to Aerobics to Zumba see

www.solihullactive.co.uk/activeatwork


	NEWS

Fantastic Crime Reduction in Solihull 

Total Recorded Crime is at its lowest levels since record keeping began in 2002 which equates to 8642 fewer victims in 2010/11 when compared to 2002/03. 
For the last three years (2009, 2010 and 2011) the average number of crimes recorded each month has been 1208 and the levels have been below this average for the past six months. 

· Please see the website http://www.police.uk/101 for full details of the use of the 101 number for non emergency calls

· If you use TWITTER and would like to receive messages direct from Solihull Communications Centre then follow @SolPolTwitness
TV Fame for Neighbourhood Sports
· On Tuesday 3 January, a feature on the Solihull MBC Neighbourhood Sports Programme was aired on BBC News Midlands Today.  This was linked to the Prince's Trust with 3 young people speaking on camera about how they have benefited from the programme.

· The Neighbourhood Sports Team are in the early stages of working with Probation and SIAS in developing a project that will see sport used as a tool to engage and support adult drug users and ex/re-offenders through their rehabilitation.  
Street Parties in Solihull
Community Groups won’t be charged for temporary road closures
.  For information on closing a road for community events email ebradford@solihull.gov.uk
Below are details of Solihull Work clubs from the Economic Development and Regeneration Team. For more information visit the website www.solihullforsuccess.com/employedforsuccess
Day

Time

Where

Who

Every Monday from 9th January

10am to 12.30pm

Shirley Library, Church Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2AX

Unemployed residents living in Solihull

Every Monday from 9th January

1.30pm to 4pm

Hobs Moat Library, Ulleries Road, Solihull B92 8EB

Unemployed residents living in Solihull

Every Tuesday from 17th January

1pm to 4pm

Central Library, Homer Road (entrance via Touchwood Shopping Centre), Solihull B91 3RG

Unemployed residents aged 16 to 24 years old living in Solihull

Every Wednesday from 18th January

1pm to 4pm

Chelmsley Wood Library, 10 West Mall, Chelmsley Wood Shopping Centre, Chelmsley Wood,  Solihull B37 5TN

Unemployed residents aged 16 to 24 years old living in Solihull

Every Thursday from 12th January

10am to 1pm

Coleshill Heath Primary School, Excellence in the Community Centre, Marlene Croft, Chelmsley Wood, Solihull B37 7JT

Unemployed residents living in Solihull

Every Friday from 13th January

11.30am to 3pm

Smith’s Wood Sports College, Excellence in the Community Centre, Windward Way, Smith’s Wood, Solihull B36 0UE

Unemployed residents living in Solihull

Speedwatch initiative
We have our Partnership Speedwatch initiative up and running very successfully and we now want local people and Cllrs to let us know their speeding hotspot areas so that we can carry out Speedwatch activity quickly as a response. So please let your neighbourhood coordinator know of any roads causing concern.
Library Services have places available to those who are housebound to be able to receive an “at home” library service where books etc will be brought to them at home. Please contact your local library if you know of anyone who would benefit from this service.

	Neighbourhood Coordinators
As usual, the rural NMT have dealt with a variety of requests to deal with issues including: youth engagement, obstructive parking, speeding traffic, bins and cleansing, dog fouling, graffiti and ASB.  In addition, they have carried out approximately 160 highway inspections and 30 NRSWA inspections.  These inspections include dealing with pot holes, raised flag stones, and damaged kerbs, tree root damage to footways and drainage issues. 



	BLYTHE 
Environment Champion Diary Dates

· 22nd February – Creynolds Lane garden – Cheswick Green Primary School helping

· 7th March – Environment Champs project - painting outside Cheswick Green primary school. 
· 21st March (PM) – Cheswick Green Planting project outside School
· 25th April – Dickens Heath Community Day – canal walk

· 2nd May – Cheswick Green Primary School gardening project
· 9th May – Cheswick Green Primary planting outside shops on Saxon Way 
· 5th October – Hillfield Park Autumn planting/Clean Up

Ward update

Vehicle crime offences decreased temporarily between the middle of December and start of January when a number of suspects were injured when they crashed a Porsche into the Tesco Express in Dickens Heath. However the levels have been higher than expected for 8 of the last 10 weeks.  The offending is sporadic and Sgt. Mernagh has prepared a trigger plan for this area.  All residents are urged to check that their vehicles are locked and to keep everything, including low value items, hidden.
Partners are planning a tidy up of the area around the canal bridge on the closed off section of Tythe Barn Lane where sporadic anti social behaviour has been reported.  Foliage will be cut back and visibility increased for additional police patrols and surveillance.
A thief stole 57 metal gully covers from roads in the Blythe Ward during the second week of January, causing huge danger to the public.  A suspect has been caught and an investigation is underway.  A number of scrap metal dealers have been visited in connection with this crime and the Council is keen to recover some of its stolen property.

Matt is working with our Park Rangers to produce a nature interpretation board for Dickens Heath nature reserve, to be installed in the early spring.

Earlswood Nursery on Forshaw Heath Road has carried out a large amount of drainage work which will benefit the roads in the immediate area, they have also installed a pavement linking up to the existing pavement at Earlswood Railway Station.  This is a significant project which will help the general public.



	DORRIDGE AND HOCKLEY HEATH
A message from Sergeant Mernagh – “Earlier in December we highlighted a problem area in Bentley Heath Park behind the Basketball courts.  The area was heavily overgrown with dense foliage which had been used to take drugs and even store/hide drugs ready for dealing.

 

On one occasion, PC Waldron and I searched this area with a drugs dog and recovered an old soiled carrier bag containing 39 pristine looking dealer bags of cannabis inside it, with a street value of approx £800.  

(PC Waldron has interviewed a suspect in relation to this and enquiries are still ongoing).  We also discovered evidence of other stronger substance abuse including cocaine and other class A Drugs.

 

We brought this to the attention of Kerry Mountjoy, and in conjunction with the Parks dept, the area around the basketball court has been cut back allowing more light into the area and completely removing the opportunity for drugs to be used/dealt without being seen.

 

Since this clearance, we have had no further reports of drug use in this area and no fresh evidence of substance abuse.  Unfortunately the council cleared the area so quickly that we did not get chance to take before and after photos...”
Dorridge resident Chris Baker has launched a Community Ideas initiative.  This invites all residents, businesses, voluntary groups, clubs, societies etc to send in, share and help to develop ideas for what could be done in and around Dorridge. The central aim is to publish and invite responses to an evolving ‘long list’ of solutions to local community issues. Anyone can send a new idea or add to the ‘things to consider’ (pros and cons) section. There’s no voting or polling. All reasonable submissions will simply be edited into a common format and published impartially and without pre-judgment.

The hope is that the Ideas list will stimulate open discussions, meetings and other community actions.  If successful, the options list could evolve to provide a core resource to policy makers, developers and voluntary groups and would inform neighbourhood plans and decisions.

For more information, to get involved or to send in an idea, go to the website : www.localscg.org 

Planned Champs project: 14th November 2012 - Dorridge Park Autumn planting/Clean Up – Rural Area

Tackling speeding motorists – Hockley Heath
Priority reviewed and discharged – 14 July 2010 In May we received concerns from local residents about motorists speeding through the village, in particular along the Stratford Road. We have carried out speed enforcement operations in the area, one of which was assisted by children at Hockley Heath Primary School. During this initiative we stopped speeding motorists by using a speed detection device and then both an officer and pupil advised the driver about the dangers of their speed. The feedback we have received from the local community has been excellent and we hope this can be carried out again in the autumn term. Solihull Council is aware of the speeding concerns and the Stratford Road is part of their speed visor signs programme.



	KNOWLE
Environment Champs
The Environment Champs will be back in Knowle on 1st March in St. Johns Close with a corporate team who are donating roses to help us on a Clean up of the area, together with Forest Oak Special School who will be painting benches.

Three distraction burglaries took place in Knowle in December and January, targeting older people in Lodge Road and St John’s Close. Partners including the Neighbourhood Coordinators, SCH, Neighbourhood Police and WM Fire Service carried out a face to face  letter drop on 17th Jan to warn about this and a talk is being arranged on 26th January to the Knowle Friends in Retirement Group.



	Meriden Ward
Environment Champions News

· Damson Homes are about to rebuild, in the Spring, the raised beds outside the estate agents at Balsall Common, ready for some young people to plant up.
· Meriden Primary School are designing a new “Welcome to Alspath Community Centre” and we are judging the designs later in the month.
· 14th March – Willow Park, Balsall Common – 
· 16th March – Alspath Community Centre - planting project and installation of new sign 
· 24th/25th March – Berkswell Community Litterpick
· 26th September - Lavendar Hall park Autumn planting/Clean Up 
· 27th September – Bulb planting outside Alspath Community Centre
· We have had ongoing reports of anti-social behaviour in and around the shops on Station Road in Balsall Common. Local youths are congregating around the shops and are causing a nuisance to shop owners and the general public. We continue to provide hi-vis patrols around the problem areas and we are using local CCTV to identify problem youths.
· Meanwhile neighbourhood Sports Team have organised some street dancing at the Rock youth club at the Jubilee Centre and are hoping to introduce more sessions.  Subject to availability they would also like to introduce boxing sessions.

· Vodka bottles are being found in Lavender Hall park near to the car park, so the area is being monitored for anti social behaviour.  

Date/Time

Meeting Type

Location

16 February 2012
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Beat Surgery 

Sports Pavillion, Main Road, Meriden.

24 March 2012
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Beat surgery 

Sports Pavillion, Main Road, Meriden
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