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COUNCILLOR KEN HAWKINS MA
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Tel. No: 0121 745 7819
Email: khawkins@solihull.gov.uk
Web: www.cllrkenhawkins.co.uk

Dear Sirs,

Re: Appeal reference - APP/Q46251N1412215440 (land opposite 26 Houndsfiled Lane'
Solihull).

I am a councillor for Blythe ward, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council; Houndsfield Lane

is within my ward.

I submitted a short email in objecting the application to erect a dormer bungalow on

Houndsfield lane and made verbal representations at the planning committee when the

application came before them. I wish to confirm and add to my representations.

The land in question is green belt land and to build one dwelling on this side of Houndsfield
Lane will be totally out of character for the area. It may also give precedence to other

applications to build on an ad-hoc basis on other plots of land on that stretch of the lane as

well as other country lanes nearby.No special circumstances exist and there is a lack of any

demonstration such a dwelling will outweigh any material harm caused to the green belt. The

proposed dwelling is inappropriate.

The council adopted its Local development Plan (LDP) in December 2013 and this forms the

basis of sustainable development in the borough. The LDP identifies several sites in Blythe

r.vard, with as many as 1,000 new homes identified within the life time of the plan. This
includes development on safeguarded land and some green belt land. A former green belt site

has been identified for development of some 130 dwellings in nearby Dickens Heath Road

(albeit within the area of a different parish council). Two areas of farm land (Lowbrook Farm

and Tidbury Green Farm - both within the parish of Tidbury Green) were returned to the

green belt within the LDP. These two sites are subject of a judicial review in spite of the

Planning Inspector finding these sites were soundly identified for return to the green belt. 
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Any ad-hoc development of the green belt in Houndsfield Lane would be detrimental to the
immediate area and any development must be structured and sustained with a view to
showing how any development of green belt land can outweigh any material harm. Yes, the
LDP allows for'windfall' sites to add to the housing numbers but one dwelling within a large
area of grcen belt land does not add value to the LDP or the local area It is therefore my
submission that IF this area is developed then it is subject to serious scrutiny when the LDP is
next for review.

Yours faithfully,

,k^ N.^-^rU.--
Ward Councillor.


