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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To consider a draft new Road Safety Strategy for Solihull. 

2. Decision(s) Recommended 

2.1 Cabinet Member is asked to comment on and endorse the draft Road Safety 
Strategy for Solihull (2017-2030) for future approval by the Safer Solihull 
Partnership. 

 



3. Background 

3.1 In 2012 the Safer Solihull Partnership published ‘A Road Safety Strategy for Solihull 
(2012-2016)’ and this new strategy builds on the successes and strengths of that 
document.  

3.2 The development of this latest road safety strategy takes account of the most recent 
thinking and considers the emerging national, regional and local policy objectives as 
well as taking account of the lessons learnt over the past five years.  

3.3 The strategy is an integral part of the wider reaching transport plans established in 
Solihull Connected and has a balanced approach that takes account of other Council 
and Safer Solihull objectives, particularly those relating to health and wellbeing. 
Within that context, the aim of this strategy is to minimise the number of people in 
Solihull who are injured in road traffic collisions, set out our expectations on 
performance and shows how road safety will be developed. 

3.4 The Strategy covers the period up to 2030, with periodic review every five years to 
support the lifespan of the Strategy and provide a flexible response to emerging 
collision types, trends and hot topics. 

3.5 Solihull has performed very well in reducing road traffic casualties over the last 30 
years, particularly the killed and seriously injured casualties, and the strategy rightly 
highlights those past successes. However, over the past few years it has become 
increasingly difficult to find patterns in collisions that can be addressed through 
engineering measures. Future casualty reductions may be harder to achieve unless 
new approaches are used as many of the quick wins have already been achieved. 

3.6 The 2012 strategy, although retaining the traditional three E’s – engineering, 
enforcement and education, introduced the concept of a targeted based approach to 
road safety looking at specific groups, issues and risks. 

3.7 The new strategy looks to encompass parts of what is known as a ‘safe systems’ 
approach promoted by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in their Global Plan for 
the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020. 

3.8 The safe systems approach is also one of the government’s key priorities for road 
safety and is a theme that runs throughout the British Road Safety Statement 
‘Working Together to Build a Safer Road System’. 

3.9 The approach promotes ‘five pillars’ for delivering and managing road safety as listed 
below:  

 Pillar 1: Road Safety Management 

 Pillar 2: Safer Roads and Mobility 

 Pillar 3: Safer Vehicles 

 Pillar 4: Safer Road Users 

 Pillar 5: Post Crash Response 

 

3.10 The goal of a safe system is to ensure that collisions do not result in serious human 
injury by developing a road transport system that is better able to accommodate 
human error and take into consideration the vulnerability of the human body. It 
recognises that: - 

 We can never entirely eliminate road collisions because there will 
always be some degree of human error; 



 When collisions do occur the human body is inherently vulnerable to 
death or injury; and 

 Because of this, we should manage our infrastructure, vehicles and 
speeds to reduce crash energies to levels that can be tolerated by the 
human body. 

3.11 The strategy takes into account the national strategic safe system approach and 
adapts it to suit the local needs of the Borough. The focus of the strategy is on an 
integrated approach through a wide range of interventions with the relationships to 
each of the five pillars indicated throughout the ‘How we will get there’ part of the 
strategy. The themes include: - 

3.12 Developing the Safer Solihull Road Safety Group by looking to see if there are ways 
we can improve partnership working and integration between the organisations 
involved – playing to the strengths of the different agencies involved and co-
ordinating the use of complementary skills. 

3.13 Considering how to capitalise on the opportunities to improve road safety as an 
integral part of: - 

 New highway schemes not specifically directed towards road safety. 

 New development works including works on existing highways. 

 Highway maintenance works. 

3.14 Promoting a more widespread and integrated approach to road safety education 
through related areas of activity such as pedestrian and cycle training. 

3.15 The development of a broad based communication strategy aimed at delivering the 
right message, to the right people, in the right way and taking full advantage of social 
media. 

3.16 Following and promoting a data led methodology that takes account of the greatly 
reduced number of road traffic casualties in Solihull and provides a flexible response 
to emerging collision types, trends and hot topics that are identified through the data 
led analysis. 

3.17 Proposing a new target for road safety taking account of the significant reduction in 
the number of killed and seriously injured road traffic casualties over the past 30 
years. 

4. Evaluation of Alternative Option(s)  

4.1 A Road Safety Strategy for Solihull (2017-2030) is attached as Appendix 1. 

4.2 In developing the strategy the most recent thinking has been evaluated and the 
emerging national, regional and local issues that affect road safety delivery. The 
lessons learnt over the past five years have also been considered and taken into 
account. 

4.3 The strategy is an integral part of the wider reaching transport plans in Solihull 
Connected and has a balanced approach that takes account of other Council and 
Safer Solihull objectives, particularly those relating to health and wellbeing. 

5. Reasons for Recommending Preferred Option 

5.1 The Road Safety Strategy aims to set out a framework for development of road 
safety for the next 14 years allowing for a flexible response to road safety issues and 
themes as they evolve. 



6. Scrutiny 

6.1 Scrutiny Board has not undertaken a review of the Strategy. 

7. Implications 

7.1 Delivery of the Council’s Priorities 

The options/proposals in this report will contribute to the delivery of the following 
Council Priorities:  

 Improve Health and Wellbeing - The aim of this strategy is to minimise the 
number of people in Solihull who are injured in road traffic collisions, setting out 
our expectations on performance and indicating how road safety will be 
developed.  

 Build Stronger Communities - The strategy considers how to develop links with 
voluntary groups, including Parish Council’s, Vulnerable Road User Group, 
Speed Watch Groups and any other community groups who have expressed an 
interest in helping to raise awareness of Road Safety priorities.   

 Deliver Value - There is a robust partnership already in place but there will be a 
review to see if there are ways to improve working and integration between the 
organisations. Each of the partners has an essential role to play and best value 
will be delivered by working together to build on, encourage and develop strong, 
good quality partnership working – playing to the strengths of the different 
agencies involved and co-ordinating the use of complementary skills. 

7.2 Policy/Strategy Implications 

The Road Safety Strategy indicates the links with other policies and strategies. 

7.3 Meeting the duty to involve 

Subject to your approval, and the subsequent endorsement by the Safer Solihull 
Board, The Road Safety Strategy will be made available on the Council’s website. 

7.4 Financial Implications 

(a) The cost of producing the updated road safety strategy will be met from within 
existing Council Revenue funding streams. 

(b) The Strategy will provide a partnership approach to funding that is flexible and 
can respond to the likely reductions in available resources. 

(c) Capital works for Local Safety Schemes and other road safety infrastructure 
improvements will be funded through the Local Transport Plan budget or other 
available funding streams. 

7.5 Legal implications 

The Road Traffic Act 1988 (Section39) gives local authorities a duty to prepare and 
carry out a programme of measures designed to promote road safety. 

7.6 Risk Implications 

(a) The Corporate Risk Management Approach has been complied with to 
identify and assess the significant risks associated with this decision / project. 
This includes (but is not limited to) political, legislation and reputation risks. 

(b) The Approach is not intended to eliminate all risks and not all the risks 
identified can be managed all of the time. Also, risks will still exist that have 
not been identified. 



(c) However, based on the information provided, it is the officers' opinion that the 
significant risks have been identified, assessed and arrangements are in 
place to manage them effectively. 

(d) This assessment identified there are no net "red" risks that need to be 
reported. 

7.7 Statutory Equality Duty 

(a) There is an established link between road safety and areas of disadvantage, 
in particular for pedestrian casualties. 

(b) The Road Safety Strategy looks at why some groups are more likely than 
others to be injured in road traffic collisions.  

(c) The strategy promotes in depth analysis of data that will enable us to 
understand the socio-economic factors that influence driver and other road 
user behaviour and guide the development of future programmes. 

7.8 Carbon Management/Environmental 

Road Safety is only one contributor to the health of the nation and needs to be 
considered in a wider perspective. There can be health benefits for those who 
choose to make cycling and walking journeys, as well as benefits in reducing carbon 
emissions. There are many synergies between, safer, healthier and more 
sustainable travel. 

7.9 Partner Organisations 

Members of the Safer Solihull Road Safety Group include: - 

West Midlands Fire Service 
West Midlands Police 
Solihull – Public Health and Commissioning 
Solihull MBC – Cabinet Member for Transport & Highways 
(As Road Safety Champion) 
Solihull MBC – Highway Services 

7.10 Safeguarding/Corporate Parenting Implications 

Road Safety programmes can contribute both directly and indirectly towards 
safeguarding vulnerable children. Generally, the greatest risk to children over the 
age of 11 is from road traffic collisions. In addition there can be health benefits for 
those children who make cycling and walking journeys. Reducing the road safety 
risks for cycling and walking will help encourage active travel. 

7.11 Customer Impact 

(a) The monitoring and evaluation of our projects is a key part of the Strategy. 

7.12 Other implications 

N/A 

8. List of Appendices Referred to 

8.1 Appendix 1: – A Road Safety Strategy for Solihull (2017-2030) { Draft}. 

9. Background Papers Used to Compile this Report 

9.1 Department for Transport’s ‘Road Safety Strategic Framework’. 

9.2 The Working Together to Build a Safer Road System: British Road Safety Statement 



to Parliament by the Secretary of State for Transport. 

9.3 West Midlands Combined Authority strategic transport plan, ‘Movement for Growth’. 

9.4 ‘Solihull Connected’ the transport strategy for Solihull. 

 


